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(ome Pack to Pyrewer A\venue 


| December 4&4 9:00-7:00pm 
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Dawson Flouse Door 
Headquarters of the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 


29th Annual Suffolk-Nansemond 
Historical Society 
Candlelight ‘y our 
December 4rd—4th, LOO5 
2:00-~7:00pm 
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SN nS note: Kilby St. (now W. Washington) was named or | 
‘| homas Jefferson Kilby who lived on this property and, in. f | 
owned the land all the way to lake Kilby. ise 

The cemetery indicated here was Willow Hill (now Wello ‘ h 
Park) the original burial site for Dr. William Bp. Wellons, C | | 
tian Church minister and C.5.A. chaplain, for whom Wel 6 4 
St. was name. Remains at Willow Hill were later moved to. ae 
dar Fill Cemetery. 

The railroad was the Seaboard and Roanoke RR, now 
known as C.SX. 




























Dear Friends, 


In 1 977 when we had our first Candlelight ‘Ty our, the 
tour houses — the two of them — were blocks apart. lt was hard 
to find good old houses more or less in original form that were 
being cared for by appreciative owners. Whata change forthe 
better now! With whole neighborhoods being revitalized, we 
are able to have true walking, tours. ‘Ty hese neighborhoods are 
taking on new life as tenements with absentee landlords are be-~ 
ing replaced by proud owner occupants. 

Tora few years Pyrewer Avenue was a street one hesi~ 
tated to traverse. Now thanks to the work of C3a rcia Devel- 
opment and others, we see sightseers riding down that same 
street enjoying the progress as home after home is enjoying a 
facelift. Join us this year to see what’s happening — (ome 
back to Rrewer Avenue! 


Sue Woodward 


‘The Best Known Brewers 
R. |. Brewer, Sr. 
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Richard |_. Brewer [1827-1902] isa 
member of one of the oldest families of 


the State of Virginia, of English origin. 
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They were so early in this country that 
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two creeks in the State bear their names, 
and one of the streets of Norfolk. Rich- 
ard Brewer is the son of John and [ar- 
riet (Pyruce) PByrewer, and married in the 
city of Petersburg, July 1859,to Judith 
Ann Sutton. [fer maiden name was 
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Robinson, and she was born in the 
county of Chesterfield, in the State of 
Virginia. ‘Three children have been given 
them: Jennie |_., born December 26, 

1 860; Richard cs. May 27, 1864, and Annie Due November ee 
1865. When the peace of our country was invaded by War, Mr. Brewer 
engaged but a short time. His brother, Captain Jesse p>. Brewer, was 
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the captain of a company of cavalry, | ha Virginia Volunteer Cavalry, 
but being unable to endure the exposure incident to an army life, and 
died in Prince Creorge County, from sickness caused by this exposure. 
For eight years Mr. Brewer has occupied the position of magistrate of 
Suffolk, mayor of the same place two years, and school superintendent 


of Nansemond county twelve years. His present occupation is that of 


jeweler, in Suffolk, Virginia. 


From [Tardesty’s Historical and Geographical | i neyclopedia 18845 





Cra. R.|_. Brewer 


Richard |. Brewer, Jr. (1 864-1947) was born in Prince 
(jeorge (County, Virginia, though his parents had lived in Nansemond 
4 _ounty for many years. His father was the First mayor of Suffolk and 
First Superintendent of Schools. 

Asa small boy Brewer moved back to Suffolk with his par- 
ents. He attended Suffolk schools and the old Suffolk Military 
Academy. Je went to work in his father’s jewelry business when he was 


just a boy. ‘The business had been started by ‘T homas Hannaford 


before the Civil War and Mr. Brewer, Sr., purchased itin 1875. | he 


younger Mr. Pyrewer sold the store in 192%. | he business kept the 
fSrewer name until it left Washington Square in the 1990's. For more 
thana century gifts in Pyrewer Jewelry boxes delighted young brides in 
Suffolk and the surrounding area. 

After the business was sold Mr. Brewer became involved in 
real estate, politics, and the boards and committees of the Methodist 
Church. le was secretary and treasurer of the Riverview |_and and 
Investment Company, which developed Riverview, the first houses be- 
ing built there in the 1920's. 

He served on Suffolk City (Council for many years and was 
mayor of Suffolk for twelve years. Ie served in the Virginia tTouse of 
Delegates for twenty-two years and was Speaker of the FJouse 
1920-26. 

In 1920 Col. Brewer (the title was an honorary one) was a 
member of the commission going to England to present that country 
with a replica of the FHoudon statue of George Washington. ‘The 
statue, which js in T rafalger Square, was unveiled by Col. Brewers 
daughter, Judith (1900-1990) who would later become Mrs. F. \Whit- 
ney C3odwin. Miss Brewer was presented at the Court of St. James, 


a distinction few other area citizens could or can now claim. 


Based on Oct. 1942 special edition Suffolk-News 


Developing Brewer Place 


[December 1908 Pyrewer Place Plat 
Col. Pyrewer was part of the company that developed 





Riverview, but he never lived there. lis home was at the corner 
of today’s W. Washington Street and Wellons Street. By the 
same token, though Brewer Avenue has his name, he had no 
part in its development. 


Col. Pyrewer and his sisters had inherited from their fa~ 
ther twelve acres of land between Kilby Street (now W. Wash- 
ington Street) and the Seaboard and Roanoke (now C350) 
Railroad. |t was land that had belonged to “Thomas JS Kilby. In 
1902 Col. Brewer and his sister Annie sold their interests in 
the land to their sister, Jennie, and her husband, EW. Huffman 
of Newport News. J] he [Huffmans called the area Pyrewer 
Place and started selling lots on Prewer Avenue in 1909. Most 
single lots sold for $600.00 and many people bought double 
lots. No house was to be constructed for less than $2000.00. 

‘T wenty-tive lots sold in the first year. Pyrewer Avenue soon 
became a popular street, with two rows of handsome Queen 
Anne and (_lassical Revival homes punctuated occasionally with 
a stylish bungalow. ‘The building on Brewer Avenue continued 
into the 1 940’s and beyond. 

In the years after World War || (1 945-1 952) many of 
the one Family homes became apartments. F ventually, the street 
began to attract a different quality of people. Pride in the 
neighborhood suffered. 


Now the life long residents who remain on Brewer Ave- 
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nue are witnessing a comeback. (ome to see what it’s all about 
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(ome Back to Brewer 
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106 Brewer Avenue 


The Delk Flouse 


SE. Delk, a native of Smithfield, bought | ot #6 
in 1909, the first year of Pyrewer Place development. is 
Family inhabited the CJueen Anne style house for many 














yca rs. 
hi» 
5 far 
7040) LL 
faite 


‘Today the beautiful home reflects taste acquired 
by the wife during her childhood in Belgium. ‘The photo- 
graphic artistry of the husband provides extra interest. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Byielmann, owners. 
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104 Brewer Ave. 


T he Gay House 
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T his Classical Revival style house was built by lumber= 
man MF. Cay soon after he purchased lots #4 and #5 in 
Brewer Place in 1909. Three generations of his Family ene 
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joyed the Spacious house and gardens. F ventually lot #4: was 
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sold for the construction of an apartment house and the grand 


old home itself became two apartments. “9 
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‘Ty aking on new life this is a handsome one Family home 


m th. 
again, with dramatic colors providing a fine place for showing 


the art collected by the current owners, Le and Mrs. Kyan 


o. Brooks. 











110 Brewer Aenue 


‘T he Morrison House 


oa Holiday Central fee 


Another Queen A\nne style house from the early way 


of construction in Ryrewer Place, this house is undergoing reno 
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vation at the hands of (4arcia Development. T his single family cif = 
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house turned duplex iS becoming a single Family home again. mma i ‘ ti : ! fa ] eal ein | 
(ome here to the Sugar Plum Kitchen to purchase Christmas WA, | Mae : Hale Wee a uBio) 

goodies to take home, hear the heavenly sounds of the harp a6 
played by Mary Margaret Jones, and see Christmas trees 
decorated by local artists ~ items for Christmas giving or (asa | 


gift for oneself) may be purchased here. 
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ZZ Brewer Avenue 


T he Andrews House 


T his house is believed to have been built by Pembroke 
yaker inthe | 940’s but the Tudor Revival style home is 
known to many as the Andrews house for the Willard Ane 
drews family who bought the house in the 1 940’s and lived 
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there for many years. 

‘| he current owners of the handsome home have a deep 
interest in history, particularly the War Between the States, 
and that is reflected in the art and collections on display in the 


house. Mr. And Mrs. John Pelletier, owners. 
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121 Brewer Avenue Wi on 
T he Riddick Flouse | es Bie eS | 


‘Ty his Queen A\nne style house was built by Bourwel / NATRENNRTNTH ae SY 
Riddick. THe also built the house on Washington Street fa | tf i i i ie — 3 pale at i ; 7 = MES” 
ing Brewer Avenue that now houses R.W. Baker Funeral Nees eal) Te 
FHome. Fis son, Burwell, Jr, was an architect and builder, wl | 
designed many other well-known Suffolk buildings, includin P 
the bungalows at College Court. a 

‘| he house at 121 Brewer had been rented for many | 


years and was in some disrepair when purchased by Carcia SST fore esl oT 
2 MTEC 
ecdrasis NS pec omemiicaral : lame 


Development. lt’s all in fine form now. J] he current residents 
have chosen warm colors to make this expansive house a COZY 


home for themselves and their children. Mr. and Mrs. David a” 


A\rnold, owners. 


T he |_ittle FHouse 


| | be Uy De, Brewer Avenue es 


This house was not built in time for the 1920 insur- 








ance maps. Of the long list of owners, it is likely that it was 
In il for the | ittle Family who owned the property from 1 911 
the 1930's. 


py hin ‘This craftsman style house is currently undergoing 
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hovation by (yarcia Development. Come in and see how 
coming along, and see work by Suffolk artist Sugar Bar- 
/ bler work is available for purchase or just to be enjoyed 


cll 


ests check the progress on the house. 


Also at this house enjoy a vintage linen show and sale 


Ne ‘Threads and Fine | _inens. 
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512 West Washington Street 


‘The Folland [louse 
APEEPIN 


Though it faces West Washington Street this prop~ 
erty 1s part of the Pyrewer Place development. an Holland, 
inventor of the peanut-sorting machine, bought | ot #3 in 
Block Ain 1909. No doubt his CJueen A\nne style house 
was built soon after the purchase. ‘The house remained in the 
Folland Family for many years. 

‘T he current owners are avid collectors who have lav~ 
isheda great deal of care on the house. ( juests will be legal 
Peeping ‘| oms as they enjoy beautiful views of the interior 
through the front door and the windows of the wrap around 
porch ~ the lace curtains will be parted just for you. Mr. and 


Mrs. [ rnest efferon, owners. 
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‘T he Constantia [louse 
Behind R.\W. Baker Funeral Flome 


T his house is a 1920's copy of a | 720’s house that origi~ 
nally stood on a hill overlooking the Nansemond River. John 
(_onstant settled in Suffolk in the 1720's and started a trading 
eenter on the banks of the river. [He built his home on a hill over~ 


looking the river. The settlement that grew here was called (C on- 


stants Wharf until the T own of Suffolk was chartered in 1742. 
The (_onstant farm eventually became (Cedar ill 
(_emetery and the house served as a pest house for a while. |n 
the | 920’s the (_onstantia Chapter, Daughters of the American 
evolution, tore down the deteriorating 1720's house and built a 
replica on the same site. | earn how the (_onstantia house found 


a new home. Come enjoy cider and cookies with the ghosts of 


Mr. and Mrs. ( onstant. 
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West End Baptist Church 
(Corner of West Washington and St. James 


Designed by Suffolk architect, Px Dupree Breeden 
and built in 1929 West Fond Baptist (Church is one of the 
most beautiful houses of worship in the old city. 


The church will be open Sunday only, 3-7 pm. (juests 


will see the C_hrismon tree anda display of items from the 


church’s 75 years of history. At 3:30 Dean K ershaw, organist 
and choirmaster, will perform a program of Advent and ( hrist- 


mas music on the pipe organ. 











Candlelight ‘Ty our F vents 


her ugar | lum K itchen~ Pies, cakes, cookies and candies- all kinds of holi- 


day goodies are available here. | et us be your holiday bakers. 110 


[Srewer Ave. 


Music~ Music will fill the air at 110 Brewer Ave, this time with the heav- 


enly sounds of the harp as played by Mary Margaret Jones, former 
principal harpist with the Richmond Symphony. At dusk listen for the 
sound of the bagpipe played by Joe Delendeck. 


rees of the ( ity ~110 Pyrewer Ave. |_ocal artists will decorate trees 


with unique ornaments that guests may purchase for gift giving or for 


themselves. 


Antique and Vintage | inen Display and Sale ~ By Tine ‘Ty hreads and 


line | inens. 113 Brewer Avenue. Beautiful linens for bed, bath and 


table will be available for purchase. 


Avt show and sale by local artist Sugar Barrow at it Pyrewer Ave. 


[ njoy the beauty of everyday life as seen through an artist’s eyes. 





Parking will be available at West Find Baptist 


© (Church and RW. Baker Funeral ome both 
on W. Washington Sea courtesy to our 


home owners please no high heel shoes, no photos inside, and no 
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‘| our Ticket Information 
Tickets may be purchased at the following 


locations: 
Seaboard Station Railroad Museum 
Prentis FJouse Visitor (enter 
| ickets—$ {2 in Advance, $15 Day of | our 







W. Washington St. 


Market et. 


Wellons St. 
Porewer Ave.. 
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| rain Station (tickets sold here) 
West End Baptist Church 
(Constantia House 

104+ Brewer Ave. 

106 Brewer Ave. 

110 Brewer Ave. 

122 Brewer Ave. 

P24 Brewer Ave. 

wore SL Prewer Ave. 

10. 512 W. Washington St. 

ie Parking 
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(Calendar of [vents 


riday, December git 
i\2noon First Friday Concert- Main Street (|nited Methodist Come 


enjoy a musical celebration of Advent and (_hristmas music 
played on violin, flute, and keyboard. ‘| his 30-minute concert is 
open to the public. A Soup and sandwich luncheon follows ($5 
suggested donation). 

6e7'1 sOpm Santa Comes to the Station. Call 9244750 for reservations. 

Saturday, December _* 

5 7pm Candlelight Home J ours 

D) 7pm Prentis House Visitor (enter 
‘This 1800's era house, home to the Suffolk's Division of 
TY ourism, will be decorated for Christmas. Visitors are welcome! 

| 0-7 pm Suffolk Seaboard Station Railroad Museum, 326 N. Main 
St. See our HO scale model of Suffolk a century ago. Visit 
the gift shop to look for the pertect Christmas gift. 

1 Oe pm Riddick’s Folly Fouse Museum, 510 N. Main St. ~ See the 
1847 Greek Revival mansion decorated for the season and visit 
their gift shop for help with your Christmas shopping list. 

1On3 om Suffolk Museum and Holiday Caift Gallery, 118 Bosley Ave. 
~ Find one of a kind gifts by local artists. 

/pm Holiday Parade- [Downtown (W. Washington & N. Main 
Streets) 

Sunday, Jecember 4” 

% /pm a candlelight Home J ours 

v /pm Prentis House Visitor (enter tJours 

I-7pm Seaboard Station Railroad Museum [ours 

| tpm Riddick’s Folly Hours 

| tpm Suffolk Museum Moliday (Gift Gallery 

. 7pm West Fond Baptist Church 

Saturday, December 10th 


fe? 4Opm Santa (_omes to the Station. Call 924-4750 for reservations. 


| his brochure was made possible by the gen- 
erosity of the following 


contributors: 


Suffolk First Bank 
(Glasscock, Gardy & Savage 
Pretlow & Pretlow, ae 
Pennett’s Creek Pharmacy 
Suffolk Insurance Corporation 
Duke Automotive 
Parr [ uneral [Jome 
Nansemond |nsurance Agency Inc. 
Butler Paper Recycling, Inc. 

. Walter Flosier & Son |nc. 
Bradshaw’s Picture Frame Shop 
Suffolk Jron Works 
Christine ts Young & [qubert 1. Young, dr. 
|. Fillen and David Drames, Kose & Womble Realty 


CORPORATE. SPONSORS 
BBel 
[ armers Bank 
(Connor & C i, Inc. 
Birdsong Peanuts, A Div. of Birdsong Corp 
The Blair Bros., Inc. 


Nansemond ‘Ty ractor, Inc. 
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R. a Carr, CPM 7 
Senior Vice President —tnivestmentts 

400 North Main Stree: « Suffolk, VA 23434 

757-923-1138 « 877-880-5344 








THE CARR 
INVESTMENT 
GROUP _ 


_ of Wachovia Securities 






SECURES aN ISUANDE PORIS, $e eee 
‘NOT INE INSURES: SURED BY FOIE GR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, sees 
 UMAY LOSENALUE + NOTA DEPORT a inci cen BY A be cl 
; BANK OF ANY BANKAPAUIATE’= > cutee 
Wachovia Securities, LED, member NYSE R SIPC, isa: aageal's 
“broket-dester and 2 separate non-bank affiliate of Wachovia 
Cofpuration: ©2004 Wechovie Securities: LLC 59848 9/04 














Heating, 
Air Conditioning: 
Electrical 


VA 20555A 
N.C. 23777-U 








ce ae | 
Cola Cobb 


409 Granby St 
539-7484 


Suffolk, VA 23434 





PHONE (757) 539-0296. 
HOME (757) 539-8299: 
EASTERN SHORE Lah S31-2144 


(800) 446-8288 
FAX (787) 539-9074 
MOBILE (757) 620-8520 


THOMAS 1. ‘O'CONNOR, in 
Bes F PEANUT BROKER 
* ‘=i "CONNOR & & COMPANY, INC. 
qoonnotcompany Gworldnét, ait. net linet P.O. BOX 1679 
duoknulS2 S} hotmail.com 2," SUFFOLK, VA 23439-1879 





















r Books Lithographs, Cookls als, | Bes t Wi shes 
SUFFOLK SEABOARD a 
STATION IATLROAD fr O17) 
MUSEUM . 
“Suffolk's Dae orn Landmark” The Law Firm of 
: Ferguson, Rawls, 
& Raines, PC 


SURG 


326 N. Main Street | 
757-923-4750 } 
snhs@exis.net | 

suffolktrainstation.org | 


our our restored 1885 train depot in the | 
heart of Historic Downtown Suffolk 
Train Model depicts city c.1907 


SANTA 
ame eh aa Post Office Box 1458 
from 6 - 7:30 pm Suffolk, Virginia 
Regular hours ie | 23439-1458 
Wed. - Sat. 10:00 - 4.00 i : (757) 539-2400 


siti 1:00 - sis ht 
ee Fax (757) 934-0953 


332 West Constance 


Road | www.garciadevelopmentilc.com 


mickey@garciadevelopmenille.com 





Pit Satter > “Salil 5 “Spay = 


Best Wishes 
from 
Pender & Coward 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Visit our new 
Suffolk Offices 
At 160 W. Washington St. 
Opening Nov. 18, 2005 






-www.ecopico.com 
orders@ecopico.com 





2815-A GODWIN BLVD. PHONE:757-934-2113 













SUFFOLK , VA 23434 FAX:757-934-2098 
ail S> sb 

cathe as adil ea ala Fea tt Bem tile ee fw han soa hes Gets. 
PS GHOOTING QTAR CHOREY & ASSOCIATES REALTY, LTD. 
: : 990 W. CONSTANCE ROAD * P.O. B 6 

; G A L L E RR. Y¥ SUFFOLK, VA 23434 

: ORIGINAL (TET) RATES 
maa tit a Mra eg crag HLL OHONEY, ORI, ORS, RAA (OU aee) _(757) 839-7454 
" Suffolk, Virginia 23439 Hroker / Owner 24 Hr. Voice Mail: Ext. 12 
. 757-934-0855 Divola of Pxoallonce 25 Year Award Member Fax: (757) 539-0628 
. BRENDA C. WRIGHT sutnstar@aoLcom Heriiiad Hosidential Appraiser (VA #653) E-Mail: bohorey@charter.net 


www. suffolkspecialist.com 


Holiday Open House Dec 3 & 4 1-6pm 





